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News from Wales 
 
The programme here in Wales is managed by Keep Wales Tidy and we have just 
completed our pilot project. Initially we had 7 secondary schools from across 
Wales taking part, but only 3 of them were able to produce some articles for 
submitting to the International Jury.  
 
The theme for the pilot project was ÔBiodiversityÕ due to the project being 
funded by the Countryside Council for Wales for two years. Our National Jury 
met in April and consisted of an environmental journalist, a childrenÕs TV 
journalist, a photographer, one of our Trustees and our Communications staff.  
 
They were really impressed with the pupilÕs articles and selected two of them for 
submitting to the International Jury. We will be presenting the winner and the 
runner-up with their certificates for being the Welsh winners at the International 
Llangollen Eisteddfod in August.  
 
We are already planning to extend YRE to more Secondary Schools throughout 
Wales in September. 

 
Ms. Linda Wood, YRE National Operator for Wales 

 
 

 
 

News from France 
 
In 2008-2009, France launched a pilot project for YRE, linking professionalsÕ 
local environmental problems to YRE projects. After a first meeting with the 
professionals, the YREs carried their investigations in order to learn more 
about the problem and its solutions. 
In May, the YREs taking part in this experience met again with the 
professionals in order to present them their solutions and conclusions regarding 
the local problematic they were studying.  

 
A seminar was therefore organised in the Rh™ne-Alpes region, where the pilot 
project was taking part. Movie clips, Storyboards, filmed investigationsÉ 
different productions were shown, all witnessing the creativity and 
commitment of the YREs. Both young reporters and professionals were very 
glad of the outcomes of this experience. 
 

Ms. Sophie Bachet, YRE National Operator for France 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

News from China 
 

The Teacher Training Workshop on Young Reporters for the Environment 
was held in Beij ing 

 
 
The Teacher Training Workshop on Young Reporters for the Environment was 
held in Beijing on April 16-17. More than 50 paticipants from 14 provinces of 
China participated to this training workshop. And the YRE programme was fully 
launched in all of China.  
During the training workshop in Beijing, the participants were trained on news 
article writing and on the skills for taking press photos. Famous professor on 
environmental science from Beijing Normal University gave a speech on 
Climate Change and Biodiversity and communicated with participants in this 
training workshop. 
All the participants signed their name on the backdrop to show the wish to start 
this programme in their schools. 

 

News from Montenegro 
 
On-line voting for the best YRE article and photo in Montenegro 
 
On Earth Day, June 5th, NGO ECOM, as a YRE national operator in 
Montenegro, declared winners in on-line voting for best 
environmental article and photo among all works submitted by 
Young Reporters from Montenegro. 
 
Photo story ÒSpringÓ, by  Milos Nikolic, won with 37,9 % of all votes 
in photo category, and ÒMajestic ladyÓ, by Larisa Desic and Jelena 
Djordan with 48,6 % of all votes won in article category. The 
winning students are all  from Secondary Agricultural School in Bar.  
Public opinion was almost the same as the  National jury selection. 
 

 
 
During the two months, from beginning of April until June 5th, we 
received 9.423 votes in total for 28 photos and 7 articles in national 
selection for 2009, posted on Montenegrin YRE website: 
www.mladi-ekoreporteri.org.me. 
 
On Ocean Day, 8th June, during Blue Flag ceremony 
(www.blueflag.org), diplomas for awarded photos in YRE 
competition 2009 were delivered to students Jelena Maslovar and Lea 
Prorocic (second prize for ÒEnvironmental kitchenÓ) and Nikolina 
Vujovic (artistic award for ÒMirror, mirrorÓ). 
 

Mr. Sasha Karajovic, YRE national operator for Montenegro 
 
 

Ms. Yang Ke, YRE national operator for China 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alien Invasion ! 
Invasive species are taking over Britain, killing our native plants and animals and 

destroying our natural heritage. Should we be welcoming them as proof of DarwinÕs theory of survival of the fittest or should we fight back? 
 

 
Invasive species are the second biggest threat to 
biodiversity worldwide. These aggressive non- 
native plants and animals thrive in our wet and 
mild climate, spreading throughout the UK and 
killing our native species in the process. They 
impact not only upon our environment, but also the 
economy and human health; yet the majority of  
these species were introduced to the British Isles by 
humans, both intentionally and unwittingly. There 
are 3000 invasive species recorded in Britain. They 
cost the economy £2bn every year. This is not only 
the cost of control programs but also the cost of 
their impact on agriculture, forestry and fisheries. 
Worldwide invasive species are one of the greatest 
threats to the economic well-being of the planet; 
causing structural damage to roads and buildings 
and interfering with flood defences. Many non-
native species, for example, the buddleia do not 
pose a threat to our natural environment. It is only 
when plants such as the rhododendron become 
invasive that the problems start.  In our recent 
survey of the Ruthin area, 30% of those questioned 
did not know what an invasive species was. As 
they have such a huge impact on the UK shouldnÕt 
the general public be more aware of them? In 2006 
the UK government spent £22.7million on anti-
smoking campaigns, but the public remains 
woefully unaware of the threat of invasive species. 
Some, such as the Oak Processionary Moth 
Caterpillar, can cause allergy-like reactions whilst 
the sap of the Giant Hogweed causes burning  
 
 
 

International Day for Biodiversity 2009 
The theme for the International Day on Biological Diversity in 2009 was invasive alien species, one of the greatest threats to biodiversity, and to the ecological 
and economic well-being of society and the planet. 
The choice of this theme provided Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity and those dealing with invasive alien species, opportunity to raise 
awareness of the issue and increase practical action to tackle the problem. 

and spread uncontrollably during the summer. 
Conservationists claim that swift action is 
necessary in the fight against invasive species to 
prevent a long-term or complete loss of our native 
species. But what can we do?  
 
In Australia, Cane Toad Round-ups, which involve 
the whole community, help to reduce the numbers 
of this poisonous intruder. Comparatively, the UK 
does little to involve everyone in the fight against 
our own alien species. In Denbighshire, the 
environmental charity ÔKeep Wales TidyÕ works 
with local communities and interested groups to 
organise pulls to  remove the Himalayan Balsam in 
an effort to stop it spreading. However, as it has 
explosive seed pods which disperse the seeds up to 
22ft away, it is hard to eradicate it completely. It is 
only when the whole community gets together and  
removes entire colonies of the Balsam that it can be 
effectively removed. 
 
So what can you do if you think that you have seen 
an invasive species?   
¥ Inform your local council, as they may have 
strategy in place to remove it.  
¥ Contact a conservation agency Ð do not try to 
tackle the problem alone, as many alien species can 
have adverse effects on human health.  
¥ Make sure that you completely destroy alien 
species as they could reproduce elsewhere, 
including in your compost heap.  
 
 

rashes. One alien species that most people should 
know about is the grey squirrel, famous for 
terrorising our own native red squirrels to a point 
of near extinction. They also spread the   squirrel 
pox virus which is fatal to red squirrels who catch 
it, but to which the greys themselves remain 
immune. However, in our survey we found that at 
least 22.5% of those questioned were not aware 
that the grey squirrel was an alien species.    
The Himalayan Balsam is a problem in 
Denbighshire. A tall plant, growing up to 2m high 
with pink flowers that in shape resemble a 
policemanÕs helmet, it is destroying our local 
riverbanks.  With this distinctive appearance you 
will probably have admired it whilst out walking 
near rivers; but it causes erosion and reduces 
biodiversity. This means that if the  Balsam also 
dies out or is pulled up, huge swathes of land are 
left barren and it can take years for native plants to 
return. However, one group in particular maintains 
that last year the Balsam was the only  plant 
keeping their businesses alive. South Clwyd 
Beekeepers found that their bees used Himalayan 
Balsam as a major nectar source, especially if 
other sources were rare; but without the balsam 
other plants would still exist and the bees would 
not have to rely on this invader. An added problem 
to the already bitter struggle to reduce the number 
of alien species is climate change. As our winters 
become milder and our summers hotter, more and 
more alien species are able to survive the winter  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

The Young Reporters for the Environment International Coordination  
hopes you enjoyed reading this newsletter and wishes you nice  holidays  

 

 
Using renewable systems such as the Photovoltaic 
and Solar Power 
 
Starting back in 2008 the Secondary School of Arganil 
is investing strongly in a sustainable energetic sub 
system, with the help of renewable sources of power, 
like Photovoltaic and Solar Power. Following a policy 
of self-sufficiency, the electricity produced is then sold  

YRE of the month : ÒSecondary School of Arganil in Search for the Energetic Self-
SufficiencyÓ 

 

Since we believe in the quality of the local human 
resources of this region we bet on the creation of future 
technicians, qualified and entrepreneur, able to actively 
write the future. 
In its own area protocols were established - including 
probation periods for students of the course - with 
several companies such as WS Energia and Visabeira 
while allowing the students to actively 
 
Throughout the school year 2009/2010 
 
participate in the assembling of the school's solar power 
station. [É]  
The project will spread to ensure the same system and 
subsystem to the Male showers, allowing by then 60% 
savings on the gas annual bill. This structure has been 
ensured by SOLARGUS / VIA SOLAR and the students 
of the referred course: Alternative Energies Technician. 
This company has offered a complete integration of our 
students into a probation period, in real work context, 
allowing students to participate in all stages from factory 
production to assembling apart from offering a highly 
sophisticated product. 
The Secondary School of Arganil made a safe bet in 
clean and renewable energies contributing actively for a 
healthier environment and a sustainable development. 
This is the way, we have no doubts about that. However 
we do not wish to walk alone but rather appeal to the 
citizens' enthusiasm. 
 
Alunos do Curso de Energias Renov‡veis (10¼ G). 
Escola Secund‡ria de Arganil, Arganil, Portugal 
Read the complete article on the website : 
http://www.youngreporters.org/article.php3?id_article=5110 
 
 

 

to the official power supplier, EDP, with a price 
over the average on sale. Such price is guaranteed 
by law for a period of fifteen years. 
 
It all began by offering the local community a 
technical course on renewable energies (Solar), 
proving that the school does not react to the 
present but builds today its own future instead.  

Despite the need to rid the UK of foreign 
species, some removal methods are 
controversial, especially when they involve 
killing animals. The only effective way to get rid 
of grey squirrels is to kill them, so that red 
squirrels can repopulate areas. [É]  The main 
problem with invasive species is that they have 
no natural predators in the UK. One solution 
could be to purposefully introduce small 
numbers of their natural predators; but this could 
easily exacerbate an already huge problem of 
controlling non-native species. Last year we 
heard about black squirrels; a vicious mutation 
of the grey squirrel. The introduction of 
predators could easily result in the blacks 
surviving and the greys being exterminated, 
allowing the blacks to spread across the UK 
unchallenged and further threatening the red 
squirrels. [É ] 
At present the government is working towards 
preventing the further spread of invasive species 
by banning the sale of dangerous plants. 
Denbighshire and Flintshire County Councils are 
also working together to organise a pull of 
Himalayan Balsam in June Ð keep your eyes and 
ears open for ways to get involved. 
 
By Ysgol Brynhyfryd, Wales 
 


