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News from Wales

The programme here in Wales is managed by Keep Wales Tidy and we have just
completed our pilot project. Initially we had 7 seconday schools from across
Wales taking pat, but only 3 of them were able to produe some articles for
submitting to the Internaiond Jury.

The theme for the pilot project was @iodiversityOdue to the project being
fundel by the Countyside Coundl for Wales for two years. Our Nationd Jury
met in April and condsted of an environmental joumdist, a children@ TV
joumdist, aphaographe, oneof our Trugees and our Communicationsstaff.

They were really impressed with the pupil @ articles and selected two of them for
submitting to the Internaiond Jury. We will be presenting the winne and the
runneg-up with ther certificates for beng the Welsh winne's at the Internaiond
Llangolen Eisteddfod in Augus.

We are already planning to extend Y RE to more Seconday Schools throughou
Wales in September.

Ms. Linda Wood, YRE National Operator for Wales

News from France

In 20082009 France launched a pilot project for Y RE, linking professiondsC
local environmental problems to Y RE projects. After a first meeting with the
professonds, the YRESs carried ther investigaions in order to learn more
aboutthe problem and its solutions

In May, the YREs taking pat in this expeience met agan with the
professionds in order to present them ther solutionsand condusonsregarding
thelocal problematic they were studying.

A semina was therefore organised in the Rn™n&pes region, where the pilot
project was taking pat. Movie clips Storyboads, filmed investigaionss
different produdions were shown, al witnessing the creativity and
commitment of the YRESs. Both young reporters and professionds were very
glad of the outcomes of this experience.

Ms. Sophie Bachet, YRE National Operator for France




News from China

The Teacher Training Workshop on Young Reportersfor the Environment
washeld in Beijing

The Teacher Training Workshop on Young Reporters for the Environment was
hdd in Beijing on April 16-17. More than 50 paicipants from 14 provinces of
Chinaparticipaed to this training workshop. And the Y RE programme was fully
laundhed in al of China

During the training workshop in Beijing, the participants were trained on news
article writing and on the skills for taking press phobs. Famous professor on
environmental science from Beijing Normal University gave a speech on
Climate Change and Biodiversity and communicated with participants in this
training workshop.

All the participants signad their name on the backdrop to show the wish to start
this progranme in their schools.
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Ms. Yang Ke, YRE national operator for China

News from M ontenegro

On-linevoting for the best YRE article and photo in Montenegro

On Earth Day, June5th, NGO ECOM, as a YRE naiond opeator in
Montenegro, declared winnas in online voting for best
environmental article and phoob among al works submitted by
Y oungReporters from Montenegro.

Photo story CBpringQby MilosNikolic, won with 37,9 % of all votes
in phob category, and Majestic ladyQ by Larisa Desic and Jelena
Djordan with 486 % of all votes won in article category. The
winning studentsare al from Seconday Agricultural Schoolin Bar.
Public opinion was almog the same asthe National jury selection.

During the two months from beginning of April untl June 5th, we
received 9.423 votes in total for 28 phobs and 7 articles in naiond
selection for 2009, poded on Montenegrin YRE webgte:
www.mladi-ekoreporteri.org.me.

On Ocean Day, 8th June during Blue Flag ceremony
(www.blueflag.org), diplomas for awarded phobs in YRE
compeition 2009were ddivered to students Jelena Madovar and Lea
Prorodc (second prize for GEnvironmental kitchen® and Nikolina
Vujovic (artistic award for Qvlirror, mirrorQ.

Mr. Sasha Karajovic, YRE national operator for Monteneg o



and economic well-being of soaety and the planet.

| nternational Day for Biodiversity 2009
Thethemefor the International Day on Biological Diversity in 2009wasinvasve alien species, one of the greatest threats to biodiversity, and to the ecological

The choice of this theme provided Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity and those dealing with invasve alien species, opportunity to raise
awareness of the issue and increase practical action to tackle the problem.

Alien Invason!

Invasve species are taking over Britain, killing our native plants and animals and
destroying our natural heritage Should we bewelcoming them asproof of Darwin@ theory of survival of the fittest or should we fight badk?

Invasive species are the second biggest threat to
biodiversity worldwide These aggressive non
ndive plants and animals thrivein our wet and
mild climate, spreading throughoutthe UK and
killing our néive speciesin the process. They
impact notonly uponour environment, but aso the
econorny and human hedlth; yet the mgjority of
these species were introduced to the British Idles by
humans both intentiondly and unwittingly. There
are 3000invasive species recorded in Britain. They
cod theeconony £2bnevery year. Thisisnat only
the cog of control programs but also the cog of
thar impact on agriculture, forestry and fisheries.
Worldwideinvasive species are oneof the greatest
threats to the economic well-baeng of the plang;
causng structural damageto roadsand buildings
and interfering with flood defences. Many non
nive species, for example, the buddkiado not
po< athresat to our naura environment. It isonly
when plants such as therhodod&dron become
invasive tha the problems start. In our recent
survey of the Ruthin area, 30% of thos questionad
did not knowwha an invasive species was. As
they have such a hugeimpact onthe UK shouldn®
thegeneral public bemore aware of them? In 2006
the UK govanment spent £227million on anti-
smoking campagns butthe public remains
woefully unaware of thethreat of invasive species.
Some, such asthe Oak Processionay Moth
Caterpillar, can cause allergy-like reactionswhilst
the sap of the Giant Hogweed causes buming

rashes. Onealien species tha mog people should
know aboutisthegrey squirrel, famousfor
terrorising our own ndive red squirrelsto a point
of near extinction. They also spread the squirrel
pox viruswhich isfatal to red squirrels who catch
it, butto which the greys themselves remain
immune However, in our survey we foundtha at
least 22 5% of those questioned were notaware
that thegrey squirrel was an alien species.
TheHimalayan Balsam is a problemin
Denbighdhire. A tal plant, growingup to 2m high
with pink flowers tha in shgperesemble a
policeman@hdmet, it is destroying our local
riverbanks With this distinctive appearance you
will probably have admired it whilst outwalking
near rivers, butit causes eroson and reduces
biodiversity. This meansthat if the Balsam also
dies outorispulled up, hugeswathes of land are
left barren and it can take years for native plantsto
return. However, onegroupin paticular maintains
thd last year theBalsam wastheonly plant
keeping thar busnesses alive. South Clwyd
Beekeepers foundthat ther bees used Himalayan
Balsam as a magjor nectar source, especialy if
other sources were rare; but withou the basam
other plants would still exist and the bees would
nothaveto rely onthisinvader. An added problem
to the aready bitter strugde to reduce the numbe
of alien speciesis climate change As our winters
become milder and our summers hotter, more and
more alien snecies are able to survive the winter

and spread unaontrollably during the summer.
Conservationists claim that swift actionis
necessary in thefightagang invasive speciesto
prevent alongterm or complete loss of our native
species. But wha can we do?

In Audralia, Cane Toad Roundups which involve
thewhole community, hdp to reduce thenunmbers
of this poisonousintrude. Compaatively, the UK
dosslittleto invdve everyonein thefight agang
our own alien species. In Denbighdhire, the
environmental charity @&eep Wales TidyQvorks
with local communities and interested groupsto
organise pullsto removetheHimaayan Balsam in
an effort to stop it spreading. However, asit has
explogve seed podswhich disperse the seedsup to
22ft away, it is hard to eradicate it completely. It is
only when the whole community gets togeher and
removes entire colonies of the Balsam tha it can be
effectively removed.

So what can youdo if youthink tha you have seen
an invasive species?

¥Inform yourlocal coundl, asthey may have
strategy in place to removeit.

¥Contact a conservation agency Bdo nottry to
tackle the problem along as many alien species can
have adverse effects on human health.

¥Make sure tha you completely destroy aien
species as they could reproduce elsewhere,
induding in your compog heap.



Despite the need to rid the UK of foreign
gpecies, some removd methodsare
controversial, especially when they invave
killing animals. The only effective way to get rid
of grey squirrelsisto kill them, so tha red
squirrels can repopukbte areas. [E] Themain
problem with invasive species is tha they have
no natural predatorsin the UK. Onesolution
could beto purposfully introduce small
numbers of thar naural predaors; butthis could
easly exacerbae an aready hugeproblem of
controlling non-naive species. Last year we
heard about black squirrels; aviciousmutation
of thegrey squirrel. Theintrodudion of
predaors could easily result in the blacks
surviving and the greys being exterminated,
allowing the blacks to spread across the UK
unddlengad and further threatening thered
squirrels. [E ]

At present the govanment is working towards
preventing thefurther spread of invasive species
by banning the sale of dangeaousplants.
Denbighdhire and Flintshire County Coundls are
also working togeher to organise a pull of
Himalayan Balsam in JuneBkeep your eyes and
ears open for waysto get invaved.

By Ysgol Brynhyfryd, Wales

YRE of the month : Becondary School of Arganil in Search for the Ener getic Self-

and Solar Power
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to the official power supplier, EDP, with a price
ove the average on sale. Such price is guaanteed
by law for a period of fifteen years.

The Young Reporters
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SufficiencyO

Starting back in 2008the Seconday School of Arganil
IS investing strongly in a sudainable energetic sub
system, with the help of renewable sources of power,
like Photovoltaic and Solar Power. Following a policy
of self-sufficiency, theelectricity producd is then sold
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It al began by offering the local community a
technical course on renewable energies (Solar),
proving tha the school does not react to the

the

Environment
hopes you enjoyed reading this newsletter and wishes you nice

Using renewable systems such as the Photovoltaic  gjne we bdieve in the qudity of the local humen

resources of this region we be on the creation of future
technicians qudified and entrepreneur, able to actively
write thefuture.

In its own area protocols were established - including
probaion peiods for students of the course - with
several companies such as WS Energia and Visabera
while alowing the students to actively

Throughout the school year 20092010

paticipate in the assembling of the school's solar power
gation. [E]

The project will spread to ensure the same system and
subg/stem to the Male showers, alowing by then 60%
savings on the gas annud bill. This structure has been
ensured by SOLARGUS/ VIA SOLAR and the students
of the referred course: Alterndive Energies Technician.
This company has offered a complete integration of our
students into a probéaion period, in real work context,
allowing students to paticipae in all stages fromfactory
produdion to assembling apart from offering a highly
sophisticated produd.

The Seconday School of Arganil made a safe bet in
clean and renewable energies contributing actively for a
hedlthier environment and a sudainable development.
This is theway, we have no doubs about that. However
we do not wish to walk alone but rather appeal to the
citizens enthugasm.

Alunos do Curso de Energias Renoviveis (10v4G).
Escola Seeundiia de Argani, Arganil, Portugal

Read the complete article on the website:
http://www.youngreportersorg/article php3?id_article=5110
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